


been terribly successful after all, in fact she was con­
vinced that he was a loser.

Tina asked Rodney to accompany her to an extrava­
gant charity dinner; everything was provided includ­
ing transport by hire car. To her dismay, before leav­
ing home she realised she had no money for raffle
tickets so asked Rodney if he had enough on him.
'Yes fine', said Rodney.

As Tina related the events of the evening to
me she commented.'] felt so sorry for Rodney,
it's tragic to see such a well spoken, well-

it was hers. By the end of the evening her patience
as spent, so on arrival home to his overtures of cov­
eting the basket and selected goodies, Tina said 'Re­
ally I am too tired to fuss, let's worry about it later'.

Next morning as she related these instances, she
wondered whether it had been a nightmare, but no,
the basket of goodies was there as proof. Although
she had intended giving it to him, still irritated, she
took great pleasure in sharing the loot with her staff.

Although lack of manners are due to ignorance
and laziness they also stem from small -mindedness.

dressed handsome man spoiled by ignorance'. The
event was orchestrated with prizes and gifts through­
out the evening. There was a lucky spot under his
plate. Delighted for him, Tina went with Rodney to
collect his prize and when the hostess asked him if
he would prefer a man's or lady 's prize, 'A man's',
piped up Rodney. Used to gentlemen, Tina half ex­
pected him to say a lady 's prize, but no - he wanted
a prize for himself. But it did not meet with his
approval and after listening to him whinge for the
third time, she suggested that he could have chosen
a lady's prize. His reply was, 'No , you received a gift
on your place setting'.

Tina's meal was late in coming, but Rodney did not
give her a chance to suggest he start without her. He
began as soon as the food was placed in front of
him; nor did he offer to pass condiments. After the
meal he accompanied her to search for the conve­
niences. Tina hurried so as not to keep Rodney wait­
ing . She waited outside for ten minutes before it oc­
curred to her that if he couldn't pass the salt and pe­
pper he most probably would not wait for her either.

The four raffle tickets in which he invested were
jealously guarded in front of his place at the table.
When his number was called up, Tina jumped up
and collected the prize (a basket of goodies) as though

Women say to me. 'When he told me what he did
for a living, I was really impressed. I thought he must
be tops in his profession, until his lack of manners
gave me a different slant on him altogether. I realised
that he couldn't be terribly successful if he was so
small minded'.

Pamela was almost in awe of Tom, a top profes­
sional, until after their first date, when he did not
walk her to her car. Tom will probably wonder till
his dying day why Pamela, who seemed so keen,
refused all further invitations. He, no doubt, con­
fused bad manners with destiny.

The new breed of woman has travelled, been courted
by European men or, at least, refined men with
European-style manners. She can afford to buy her
own meals. She is accustomed to men asking her for
the pleasure of her company as distinct from offer­
ing to shout her a meal. The new breed of woman
conveys her enjoyment - provided it wasn't one of
those evenings that started at 7.30 pm, and three
hours later it was 7.45 pm. She does not thank him
for the meal, she is expecting him to thank her for
her company. After all . . . she can afford to pay for
herself. She returns the favour by returning the invi­
tation or , if he is lucky, she invites him to her home
to dine.
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