


home, or furniture, or perhaps scuha diving gear to take
on their honeymoon.

If he marries the Mother personality type the marriage
should be long-lasting. Their focus would be on the chil­
dren. Should they reach a rocky patch as all marriages do
it will be the children thatwill hold the marriage together.
Milton BerIe's remark in Variety, sounds typical of the
Brotherand the Motherrelationshi p:The other night I said
to my wife Ruth, "Do you fee l that the sex and excitement

has gone out of our marriage?" Ruth said, "I'll discuss it
with you during the next commercial".

The Bachelor- independent, introverted , set-in-his-ways,
conscientious but self-indulgent - avoids any form of com­
mitment. It is not until he has almost reached forty that he
rea lises that life may be passing him by and it is about
time he did something about it. Once he does discover
his Mrs Right he wastes no time, he makes the commit­
ment and sets the date.

I am not in favou r of long engagements. They give
people the opportunity of finding out each other's
character before marriage, which I think Is never
advisable. Oscar Wilde, The Importance ofBeing
Earnest, 1895.

The Bachelor is a conscientious father and husband but
he always comes first. His independence, privacy and soli­
tude must be respected. His wife will have to take care
that their union does not resort to this:

We sleep in separate rooms, we have dinner apart,
we take se parate vacations - we're doing every­
thing we can to keep our marriage together. Roger
Dangerfield

Or if you believe that Roger Dangerfield isa little over­
the-top try Henny Youngman: ome people ask the se­
cret of our long marriage. We take time to go to a restau­
rant two times a week. A little candle-light, dinner, soft
music and dancing. She goes Tuesdays, I go Fridays.
Henny Youngman

The Playboy - the charming ladies' man - who believes all
w omen are a challenge . He may become engaged several
times before he marries . He is not very goo d at keeping
his promise . He may feel trapped, which is wh y he has
brok en his engagement in the past.

When he fears that his lady is so special that if he does
not marry her someone else might, he willingly ties the
knot.

He chooses a woman that he can trust and one who trusts
him. But he does no t always trust himself. The Playboy
wou ld be first to admit:

The Baby - who is ofren the-baby-of-the-Family, the
favoured one - he's innovative, confident and loves to
show off. He lives to show off his beautiful woman. Should
her beauty, tum heads, make him feel the envy of others

Marriage is popular because it combines the
maximum of temptation with the maximum of
opportunity. George Bernard Shaw, Maxims
for Retelationists, 1903

and should she pay him loads of attention, he will gladly
marry her. If he proposes by saying: "I want you to be the
mother of my children". She is likely to reply, "How many
do you have?" Provided he chose well their marriage won't
resort to this: "The first part of our marriagewas very happy.
But then, on the way back from the ceremony... "Beony
Youngman.

It is more likely to be: Wedlock: the deep, deep peace of
the double bed after the hurly-burly of the chaise longue.
Mrs Patrick Campbell

The Workaholic - a passionate man - he is driven, forever
seeking new challenges. His work takes up most of his
time. Therefore he desperately needs a woman who will
accept all household, family and social responsibilities.
0nce a woman has found him and convinced him that
she is both willing and capable to take care of things he is
all for it or maybe: Men marry because they are tired;
women because they are curious. Both are disappointed.
Oscar Wilde, A Woman ofNo Importance, 1893.

The Workaholic knows exactly what he wants from life.
Provided he is not tired and resorts to the first woman
that comes along, he has the nous to be discovered by
exactly the perfect woman for him; leaving him more time
to get on with his work.

Altho ugh men love to complain about their wives, ac­
cord ing to a study conducted by a life insurance company
in West Germany, husbands who kiss their wives every
morning:
• live an average of five years longer,
• are involved in fewer auto acciden ts,
• arc ill 50 per cent less time,
• earn 20 to 30 per cent more money.

Which reminds me of Mr Watt: Wife : Mr Watt next door
blows his wife a kiss every morning as he leaves the house.
I wish you'd do that. Husband: But I hardly know the
woman .

In conclus ion for those who marry, Ogden Nash offers
sound advice in "A Word to Husbands":

To keep yo ur marriage brimming
With love in the marriage cup,
Whenever you're wrong, admit it;
Whenever you're righ t, shut up.

Ogden Nash, Everyone but Thee and Me, 1962
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