


the meal, he accompanied her to
search for the conveniences. Rose­
mary hurried so as not to keep Rod­
ney waiting, but she waited outside
for ten minutes before it occurred to
her that he had not had the courtesy
to wait for her.

The four raffle tickets in which
he ' vested were jealously guarded
in tront at his place at the table.
When his number was called up,

knows John would be insulted, she
purchased the program and insisted
on buying the drinks.

Do some men feel that famili­
arity in a relationship precludes the
necessity for good manners? Rose­
mary decided that it certainly must
have caused the collapse of Rod­
ney's marriage. When he rst met
him, Rosemary was terribly im­
pressed. He seemed so successful,
articulate and intelligent. After one
evening in his company, she was
positive that he could not have been
terribly successful after all. In fact,
she was convinced that he was a
loser.

Rosemary asked Rodney to ac­
company her to an extravagant char­
ity dinner; everything was provided
including transport by hire-car. To
her dismay, before leaving home she
realised she had no money for raffle
tickets so asked Rodney did he have
enough on him. "Yes fine," said
Rodney.

AsRosemary related the events
of the evening to me, she com­
mented: "I felt so sorry for Rodney.
It's tragic to see such a well-spoken,
well-dressed, handsome man
spoiled by ignorance'. The event
was orchestrated with prizes and
gifts throughout the evening. There
was a lucky spot under his plate.
Delighted for him, Rosemary went
with Rodney to collect his prize and
the hostess asked him whether he
would prefer a man's or lady's prize.
"A man's," piped Rosemary half­
expecting him to say "a lady's prize.
But no - he wanted a prize for him­
self.

However, it did not meet with
his approval and after listening to
his whinges for the third time, she
suggested that he could have chosen
a lady's prize. His reply was that he
deserved to get something for him­
self.

Rosemary's meal was late in
coming, but Rodney did not give her
a chance to suggest he start without
her. He began as soon as the food
was placed in front of him; nor did
he offer to pass condiments. After

Rosemary jumped up and collected
the prize (a basket of goodies), as
though it was hers. By this time she
was quite irritated, so on arrival
home, to his overtures of coveting
the basket and selected goodies.
Rosemary said "Really, I am too
tired to fuss. Let's worry about it
later. "

Next morning as she related
these instances to her staff, she won­
dered whether it had been a night-
mare, but no, the basket of goodies
was there as proof. Although she had
intended giving him the basket of
goodies, still annoyed, she took
great pleasure in sharing the loot
with her friends. Perhaps Rodney
has read Evelyn Waugh's quote,
"Manners are especially the need of
the plain. The pretty can get away
with anything."

Although lack of manners are
due to ignorance and laziness, they
also stem from small-mindedness.
Women say to me, "When he told
me what he did for a living, I was

I really impressed. I thought he must
9 ~ be tops in his profession, until his

( .) lack of manners gave me a different
i:? ) 1 slant on him altogether. I realised
, (0 that he couldn't be terribly success­

ful if he was so small-minded".
Penny was almost in awe of

Joe, a top professional, until after
their first meeting, when he did not
walk her to her car. Joe will probably
wonder till his dying days why
Penny, who seemed so keen, refused
all further invitations. He, no doubt,
confused bad manners with destiny.

The new breed of woman has
travelled and has been courted by
European men - or at least refined
men with European-type manners.
She can afford to buy herown meals.
She is accustomed to men asking her
for the pleasure of her company, as
distinct from offering to shout her a
meal. The new breed of woman con­
veys her enjoyment - provided it
wasn't one of those evenings that
started at 7.30 pm and three hours
later it was 7.45 pm. She does not
thank him for the meal; she is ex­
pecting him to thank her for her
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