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Are you prepared to settle for 2nd best?

Or third?...Or fourth?...Or fiffh? ..Or sixth?...O r even seventh?

ROSALIND NEVILLE

/A
lthough we are told by experts that we must be

fj, prepared to giveand takein a relationship, thereis a
definite demarcation as to when the compromise
should begin.

Too many people, in theirdesire to be lovedand to have
that specialrelationship, forfeit theirownneeds toattractand
please a prospective partner. In doingso they disregard their
own worth.

Our idiosyncrasies and weaknesses are unique to each
and everyone of us.Shouldweconceal them, weareconceal­
ing an integral part of us; almost like removing a cog froma
wheel, throwing our normal functioning mechanism out of
kilter. Whilethismayhavethedesired effectin theshortterm,
once we relax and drop our guard, concealed idiosyncrasies
will reappearcausing swprisesthatwillnodoubtbedetrimen­
tal to the relationship long term. An example of this is the
intelligent woman who plays the dumbblonde role because
she believes that men feel threatened in the company of a
woman witha highIQ. It was a blonde whosaid, 'It isn't that
gentlemen reallypreferblondes,it's justthatwelookdumber'.

Why is it that so many men feel threatened by a clever
woman? Perhaps it';"'ecause a woman only needs to know
onemanwell,tounderstandallmen;whereas amanmayknow
many women but never understand one.

Another exampleof hidingourtrueselfis theaggressive
woman who plays the passive, lay-back role for fear of
frightening off possible suitors. Ava Gardner once com­
mented, "Deepdown I'm prettysuperficial".

No less at fault is the macho male who, to please a
woman with cultivated tastes, professes to be interested in
opera, ballet and classical music. Perhaps his manners are
impeccableon the first few datesandafterhe believes he has
won her heart, theyare forgotten. In other words, he is every
other inch a gentleman.

Which reminds me of American writer, Virginia
Graham's remark, "In societyit is etiquette for ladiesto have
thebest chairsand get handedthings. In thehomethereverse
is the case. This is why ladies are more sociable than
gentlemen".

Another irritating example is the fellow who is out to
impress, regaling his work achievements and his burning

ambitions when heknows onlytoowellhe lacksthedriveand
tenacity andhaslittletobeproudof.Oh well, timewounds all
heels!

Yourmistakes may not be quite as significant. Perhaps
just subtlenuances. .. Whilewriting thisarticleI was called
to the phoneby an irate woman who had waitedon a street
comerfor an hourto meeta blind date. I asked, "Why such
an inconvenient meeting place?" (Which was notvery helpful
of me).Shereplied. "I askedif he wassure he wanted to meet
thereandhesaidit wasOKby him". It obviously wasnotOK
by her but shepreferred to play the passiverole.No doubt if
she hadput her footdownand insisted on meeting at a place
of her choosing he would not have ended up at the wrong
comer. Ifhedidstandherup, heprobably wouldnothavedone
so if she hadoffered hima challenge by asserting herself.

When should the compromise in a relationship begin?
Definitely after the relationship has been established as an
equal partnership, and neverbefore. Beforeis the time when
wemustestablish whowereallyare and try to ascertain what
type of person our prospective partner really is. Because
remember, nothing issogoodasit seemsbeforehand. Wehave
forever anda day to spendon compromise. This remindsme
of a Jane Fonda story. She related, "My husband said he
wanted a relationship witha redhead, so I dyedmy hairred".

During earlymeetings withmembers of theoppositesex,
beyourselfandactnaturally. Youmaylessenyourchanceson
a broader scale, but thenremember onlyonepersonis enough
to make up a wonderful partnership. You are hopefully not
seeking a menagerie. Anddon't despair; yourMrorMrsRight
isout there. Ifat firstyoudon't succeed you willeventually.

I firmly believe there is theperfectpartnerfor each and
everyone of us, and they usually appear when we are least
expecting it. How devastating it wouldbetosettleforalemon,
or pretend you arc something you are not or compromise
yourself, just for the sake of having somebody and then miss
out on the perfect partner who would provide you with the
happiness thatyoudeserve.

If only we stopped trying to be happy we wouldhave a
reallygoodtime.•

... a woman only needs to know one man well, to understand allmen;
whereas a man may know many women butnever understand one.
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